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situation of the two. The Secretary of State was
higher in the official ordering than any other political
minister, Townajiend,.. was a noble, was much the
greatest man in his county, and had far the finest
house. Walpolo was a commoner, had only moderate
means, and was for long no higher in station than a
score of other Norfolk gentlemen. All this had changed.
Walpole had slowly risen by sheer weight of character
and ability to be by far the foremost man in the House
of. Commons. By moans of which I shall have some-
thing to say later, ho had acquired money or credit
enough tojbuikl himself one of the greatest mansions,
not tnily in Norfolk, but in all England. He had made
his eldest son a peer, secured a provision for every
member of his family, and decorated himself with a
badge that was coveted by kings and princes. The
friendship of Queen Caroline now gave him the same
pre-eminonco in the counsels of tho king, as Townshend
had in the previous reign enjoyed by his favour with
the Duchess of Kendul, This inversion of parts was
more than Townshend could bear. His conduct after
his fall shows him to have boon a really honourable and
highmindod man, in times when honour and magna-
nimity were rare among public personages. But ho was
proud, impetuous, self-confident, very impatient of
criticism or contradiction, not persuasive nor lucid in
explaining himself, and therefore often heated and
passionate, as those who are not lucid are apt to be.
He could not endure banter, and Walpole sometimes
bantered him even in the royal presence. Finally it
was bitter to him to see the decorous hospitalities of
Eainham eclipsed by the roystering of Houghton.
